Information about the University experience of students with Asperger’s Syndrome (AS) 

A Questionnaire.

In this study, students with Asperger’s syndrome (AS) are asked to provide information and share ideas about their university experience by filling in this questionnaire. 

Reason and Purpose

There are more students with AS at University now than there ever have been before.

I have met many students with AS (including you) in my role as a person who carries out assessments for Disabled Student Allowance. This has made me realise that students with AS often have a very good idea about the support they would like at university. 

I have written this questionnaire to try and draw together information from as many students with AS as possible. I intend to pull together and write up the information I get in a way which should help people working with students with AS at university to understand what sort of support is likely to be most useful to them.

By filling in this questionnaire you will be contributing to a piece of research, which may do something to improve the university experience of someone with AS in the future.

Thank you very much for taking the time to share your expertise.

Confidentiality

If you do decide to fill in the questionnaire, the answers you provide will not be passed on to anyone else. 

The information you, as a student with AS, give, will not have your name attached to it, or the name of your university, when it is written up.  You will not be contacted again unless you say you would like to talk to me.  If you want other people (like a parent or a member of university staff) to provide information as well, you can specify this. If not, no one else will be contacted.

The information I collect will be used, anonymously, to form part of a study designed to advise university staff about ways in which university could become a more user friendly place for students with AS.

What you need to do

There is no need to worry about grammar or spelling. You can write as much or as little as you like. If you want to get someone to help you, that is OK. 

Please can you fill in this paper version and return it to me in the stamped addressed envelope provided. (You can write on the back of any page if you need more room).  If you prefer to do this online please e-mail N.Martin@derby.ac.uk and ask for an electronic version. 

Return date

Please could I have it back by 5th July 2004 if at all possible?

Thank you.

Nicola Martin

The Questionnaire

The questionnaire is written to find out about-

· What you have enjoyed at university

· Your successes

· Things you have found difficult

· The support you have had.

· The support you would have liked.

· Your ideas about how your time at university could have been improved.

The information you provide will be used (anonymously) to provide guidance to Disability Officers about effective ways of supporting university students with AS.

Remember there is no need to worry about grammar, spelling and writing in complete sentences, for this questionnaire. You do not have to spend a long time filling it in. If filling in a paper version and you need more space, it’s OK to write on the back. 

Questionnaire for University Students with AS.

 Personal Information

	Name


	

	Age


	

	Gender


	

	Course


	

	University


	

	Year of study


	


Your course

	Brief information about how your course is organised (eg lectures, work placement, year abroad, field trips, dissertation).




	Exams passed before university



	What did you do for the 2 years immediately before you started university?

(eg Access Courses, Course F.E/ A levels, work).



	What are your living arrangements and how long have you been living there? 

(Please let me  know me know if you are living away from your parents for the

 first time).



	What will your living arrangements be next year?



	When and how was AS diagnosed?



	Do you have any other disabilities? (If so, please say what they are).




	Anything else you want to say about yourself?




Achievements at university

	What has been your most enjoyable experience since starting university?



	Which courses-modules have you passed?



	In which aspects of your course have you  achieved particular success? 

(eg very high marks or an excellent report).



	Have you achieved anything else while at university which you consider to be

important? (if so please describe)




	What would you say is the best thing about university for you?



	How is your social life?




Areas where you have not been successful- Things you have found difficult

	This might be things which do not relate directly to your course (eg practical or

 social things).



	What has been your least enjoyable experience since starting university?



	Which courses modules or other course requirements have you not passed, if any?



	What is the worst thing about university for you?




	What worries you most?



	Do you have any other worries at this time? (If so, please list, in order of 

Importance if possible).




Support arrangements

	Who are the main people who help you and what are their roles? 

(eg halls of residence manager, chemistry professor, mum etc).



	What sort of help do you have now which you find really useful? 

(Can you say why you think this help has been good for you?)




	What sort of help do you have now which is not working so well for you? 

(Can you say why you think it hasn’t worked so well?)




If you have got a Disabled Student Allowance report

	When did you get the report?



	Did you think the recommendations accurately described the sort of help you 

think you need? (Please explain if you can).



	Are there any ways the report could have been improved -if so – how? 




Support you would have liked

	Was there anything anyone could have done for you to make your life at 

university easier? If so what sort of thing (or things)?




Advice you would like to give to help people to help students with AS

	Please make a list of your recommendations-remember; this does not just 

have to be about academic things. If you could put them in order with the 

most important recommendation first, this would be really helpful.




Is there anyone else I should contact?

	If you feel it would be useful for me to talk to anyone else  (eg university staff 

member, family or friend, please, ask them first and, if they agree, please give me their name, role (eg tutor, parent) and contact details (eg email, phone or address).



	Is it ok for me to contact you again?




If yes, please give contact details

	Name



	Address (Term time or home, you choose)



	Phone or mobile phone



	Email




I understand that the information I have given will be stored carefully (locked up) to comply with the Data protection Act, and to respect my confidentiality.  I am happy for this information to be used anonymously (without the name of my university or my own name being used.) 

Date:

Signature:

Thank you very much for taking the time to fill in this questionnaire. 

Nicola Martin.
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